Chapter 3 Notes “So how much money do you make?” (VPC Book p.34)

1. You will likely often be asked if you are here to teach, a common profession for expats!
& RS fo 5 B B |2

ni lai tai wan jiao ying wén ma

A.H{

You come Taiwan teach English ma

This guestion could also be phrased:
fay ol g R U fi s |7

v

ni shi ying wén lao  shi ma

You are English teacher ma
ma ['5 is used here as well as this is a question seeking a yes/no answer.

Notice how the question changes if ba [*! is substituted.
A R

ni shi ying wén laio  shi ba

You are English teacher ba

The question now becomes, “You’re an English teacher, aren’t you?” as ba [°! is equivalent of an
English tag question.

Use ma JIfS in a question that seeks a yes/no answer.

Use ba [*I when seeking confirmation of something assumed to be true or false.

2. Ifyou are a teacher, this is an appropriate answer.

S O P T |
dui wo shi ying wén ldo shi
Right I am English teacher

dang ,5‘ i (to work as) may be substituted as well.

CH A N
dui wo dang ying wén lio shi
Right I am English teacher
dang fh, has several meanings, which can be divided into three categories.
While it means “to be” a profession, it is also used to describe “being” other things, i.e.
Wo dang baba le! %5 ’é & & I've become a father!
Wo dang xuésheng. =V Ft e I'm a student.
NI dang gui. fﬁf?s i Fd. You're “it"! (In a game of tag the ghost is “it.”)
Ni yao bii yao dang wo-de niipéngydu? 4>l - fe! E (ES P A2
Do you want to be my girlfriend?
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Third, dang ,g{ i also means “when”

Dang wo zhu Gaoxiéng de shihou... &AM MERRE%...  When | lived in Kaohsiung...
Dang wo xi#o de shiho... ?&4'}’?9 YR P When | was small...
Dang wo zhidao zénme shiyong... & ﬁa’ﬁﬂﬁi%’ﬁp@ ... When | know how to use...

Dang wo faxian ta pitui de shihou...

B SERL PPR

When | found out he was cheating on me...

haishi & L1 is a colloquial (and the most common) way to say “or” in Taiwan.

CONEEE I I S
ni jiao da rén hai  shi xido  hai zZi
You teach adults or children

huoshi 5} also means “or” but it seen more in writing. In spoken Chinese in Taiwan haishi Yl
is more common, however hud 5 and hudshi (i ;L are also heard.

The subject (1) may be left out in conversation, or alternatively, may also come after the time.

S N L L S

wo da bu fen de shi  jian jiao xido hai zZi

| most of the time teach children
bufén 577 apart or section quanbu %Fﬁﬂ all, whole, entire
dabufen A7) the greater part/most of something

It is not impolite in Taiwanese culture to directly ask someone how much money he/she makes.
Therefore you should expect to often be quizzed on your salary.

TN I O S S GO s
ni -de | xin shui yi ding hén hio
Your salary definitely very good

Instead of yiding — & (definitely) use dagai ~#%(probably) or yinggai ’EEF:% (should be)

The quickest way to end the conversation without appearing to be rude is to be evasive but polite.
i) i rl
hai ké yi

It's alright.

Use hai bicuo & 7 # to say something is really quite good; very acceptable, or to praise someone.
Use hai kéyi 1l i’ '] to say something is good or satisfactory; i.e. it will do.

When responding to how you feel about your salary, it’s best not to say you think it's too low. While
you might genuinely feel it is too low, this sort of pronouncement might make for ackward conversation,
as the average salary foreigner salary in Taiwan is extremely high by local standards!
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7. Note the subject (you) time (one month) verb (earn) object (money) word order, and that the question
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word (how much) always comes after the verb.

O N i % P s
ni yi ge yueé zhuan dud shio gian
You one month earn how much money

If so inclined, you could

answer this question u

sing the same word order as the guestion:

AN N O I A I
wo yi ge yué zhuan si wan kuai
| one month earn forty thousand | dollars

However, if you would prefer not to, just say:

T - &
bu yi ding
Not definite

This indicates that your salary is not consistent from month to month, but varies.

The inquisition may well continue! Instead of you | (have, i.e. exist) you might also hear
yinggai =57 (probably; likely)
I

* | 1K = FJJ EII
you si wi wan ba
Have four five ten thousand ba

Note that there is no “or” between the two numbers — there could be, if you wanted to add it, but it's not
necessary, particularily in casual conversation.

A few more examples:

yi-liing ge péngyéu — @[>  one or two friends
qi-ba dién = BHF seven or eight o’clock
san-si bei cha = PUFF R three or four cups of tea
wi-liu shi yeé SO fifty or sixty pages
liing-san ban M= 7= two or three classes*
yi-ér shi fenzhong  — ~ - Ji&%  ten or twenty minutes

*i.e., as an answer to the question “How many classes do you teach a week?"

yiwan — £ (ten thousand) is the basic unit of numerical measurement in Chinese, in contrast to English,
which uses one thousand as it's basic unit.

For example, forty thousand (40 x 1000) in English is translated into siwan D“IF'JJ (four ten thousands) =
4 x 10,000

Likewise, four hundred thousand would be sishiwan [/“I-
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Really big numbers...for when you make your fortune or win the lottery (or just talk about it!)

yibdi wan - EIFJJ one million liingbai wan FKJFIF'JJ two million

yiqgian wan — F'JJ ten million liingqian wan " FJJ twenty million

yiyi —~ [E. one hundred million liingyi [{f&  two hundred million
shi yi - [E  one billion érshi yi ~ - & two hillion
yibdiyi  — FifE tenbilion liingb4i yi FF &L twenty billion
yigianyi — - {E one hundred billion liinggianyi [ f& two hundred billion

liing |4 (two) is used in conjunction with a classifier

liing difin B0 two o'clock
liing ge péngyéu (!4  two friends
liiing zhi géu e two dogs

liding kuai [ 1Pk two dollars
liingbii EAE] two hundred
liinggian il two thousand
liingwan & I}“J, twenty thousand

A_

érshi ~ - (twenty); ér ~ not X liiing 4| because shi - (ten) is not a classifier in Taiwan, but it
is in Mainland China, where you will also hear érqian ~ - and eérbai ~ Fi

10. Vague agreement is the best way to politely end an inquisitive (or invasive!) conversation.

= 7 %
cha bu duo
Approximately

Words or phrases are often repeated in Chinese to soften an answer or encourage the conversation.
By not repeating chabudud =% > % (roughly; approximately) you are giving a curt reply which leaves
no avenue open for your interrogator to continue the conversation.

11.  One way to express honest admiration:
[E3 ! Pl - fY it T %ﬁ a8
wa na zhén de hén bu cuo ye
Wow In that case really very not bad ye

wa [ indicates surprise or admiration; in Taiwan, a lot of people pronounce it “wow”

12.  Some people might try to goad you into admitting that your salary is much higher.

tar - R t I iEH] - FJJ ne !
ni yi ding you zhuan shi  wan ba
You definitely have earn 100,000 ba
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However, the only correct (i.e. gracious, tactful) answer is:

A T % iR
méi  you na me dud la
Not that much la

Regardless of how much you earn, never admit to having a higher salary than 50,000NT a month. A starting
salary for a university graduate in Taiwan is around 22,000NT. A 7-11 worker makes 15-18,000 a month and
many contract positions pay as little as 10,000NT a month. Chinese teachers in high schools make around
30,000NT a month — and often work longer hours than their foreigner co-workers.

My notes: What it meamns!

] | voutn 1 atcoor (1)

= ask; inquire
wen

Riddle:

Q: Shijiéshang na yi zhong dongwu
yoOu zui da de xiongbu?
P T~ FEEPE R Y

Which of the world’s animal in has the
largest breasts?

A: Banma, yinwei ta chuan Z bra.
FE, PIEVRY A Z bra.
Zebra, because it wears a “Z" bra

Ose slang!

A: W zhége zhoumo gén yi ge lamei yuchui! = %ﬁ[[ﬁ*{ﬁ[% - II:E'EEIUBF?%%A{ !
| have a date with a hot girl this weekend!
B: Shiio hiilan le, ni-de hua wé cai ba xin ne. "PHAf 7, P75 7 T [ﬁ .,

E:
You're so full of it! | don't believe you one bit. i
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