Chapter 2 Notes “Where are you from?" (VPC Book p.26)

1. People will naturally ask you where are you from. As this is a yes or no question, ma [I|5 is at the end.
mool R IR R R 2 X B |2

ni shi na I rén méi gué rén | ma

You are where people American ma

If you are American, you can say:

o) : =y P = s 8
dui wo shi méi gué rén
Right | am American

2. In the dialogue, the speaker corrects the incorrect assumption made above.

TR R # A
bu  shi wo shi jia na da rén
No I am Canadian

3. ou [I® is the English equivalent of “Oh!” (i.e. “l see!”)

L
ou ni shi jia na da rén a
Oh You are Canadian a

Here, the sound a [I'* sounds like na because when spoken it is linked to the word that precedes it.
Used in this way, ou [i# (I see!) is fourth tone, and usually coupled with a [[f at the end.

A second tone 6u [Ig (Oh?) however, has a slightly different meaning, one of slight surprise.
6u g (Oh?) is always be paired with ma [Ii; at the end, like so:

R U R
ou ni shi jia na da rén | ma
Ooh? You are Canadian ma

4. Here a [[f* sounds like “ya” because it is linked to dui 3}, i.e. duiya!

g ||
dui a
Right a

Some people, mostly younger women, tend to overuse a i and la [, however as a ¥ and la [+ are
used to soften the tone or a statement and also as encouragement, men will of course still use these

particles, but not as readily as women, and in general in a lower, more clipped voice.
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5. Taiwanese people will often graciously compliment a visitor's homeland.
BmoOOR W& N EOH L w R

ting  shud jiai. na da | fei chang piao  liang

I've heard Canada very beautiful

6. Note the position of yé ~J (also) in the sentence below. In addition, yé& +*J always preceeds the verb in
in a sentence, i.e. W6 yé€ xihuan ta. *y+ 5 &< (lalso like it.)

ST | h oM = L o
dui a bi guo | tdii wan yé hén piao  liang
Yes however Taiwan also very beautiful

On the other hand, the position of bugud 73t (however) is much more flexible. It can be at
the beginning of a statement, or can link two thoughts, like it does here:

O AT P A A N v L o

xi huan | tdi wan bi guo wo | jué de hén ré

Like Taiwan however | feel very hot

X 7 ¥ (Taiwan hot )|is incorrect, as is [X [ #RLE (Taiwan s hot) unless the shi fL.
IS belng used to emphasize the contradiction of something just said. (See Ch.19 Notes p.95 no.3)

Here are some more modifiers, all of which will appear many times in the coming chapters.

Taiwan tai re. /F TNE Taiwan is too hot.
Taiwan chao re. /F i ?ﬁ%ﬁ Taiwan is super hot.
Taiwan bu tai re. ’F R Taiwan is not very hot.
Taiwan y6u vididin re. F TE - REEL Taiwan is a little hot.
Taiwan méi name reé. i ,?ﬁ&ﬂﬂﬁzﬁ‘&. Taiwan isn’t that hot.

hén =L (very) is the most common and therefore the default modifier. Therefore, as seen below,
Ta hén gao i «Lﬁ /| can mean “He is tall” or “He is very tall” depending on the context and if
the hén L is emphasized or not.

Ta hén gao. [~ (fiﬁfj. He is tall. / He's very tall.
Ta feichang gao. eE IETEIIJE,'J He's very tall.

Ta b tai gao. =N f\ﬁgj. He's not very tall.

Ta chao gao. ]*Bi%jﬁfj He's super tall.

Ta xiangdang gao. Fﬁﬁ[ﬁl}’[ﬁﬂj. He's rather hot.
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7.

9.

10.

30

The person you are speaking will be so happy he/she might ask you again!

SEEE T
ni xi huan tai wan ma
You like Taiwan ma

To be polite, you should say something like:

A I T O I SR R - B
dang ran | xi huan taii  wan hén hio
Of course like Taiwan very good

dangran ’é i I (of course), when paired with xihuan F; & (like) makes for a stronger statement than
just with xihuan & on it's own. It means “Of course | like it” and to a certain extent may imply
“Why would | not?” depending on the situation.

Adverbs such as dangran ﬁr,?ﬁ (of course) come after the subject (I) and before the verb (want)
End particles such as a [[i also influence the tone of a statement.

SO I (T . oW
wo dang ran yao qu a
| of course want go a

Above, the a [IiT gives the answer a light, straightforward, enthusiastic, and excited tone.

However, with the substitution of lud [Ethe feeling — and meaning - of this statement changes completely.

SR T 5|
wo dang ran yao qu lud
| of course want go luo

With the substitution of lud [£é&the implied meaning changes to:
“Of course | want to go; haven't we already discussed this, and agreed that I'll be coming?”

Most Taiwanese are delighted if you express appreciation of their homeland, and will say so.

S R

hén gao xing ni xi huan tai  wan
Very happy you like Taiwan
It never hurts to emphasize how much you the place you are visiting or living in.
SN sl B mo |
wo zhén de hén xi  huan
I really very like
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11.The equivalent of “Have a pleasant stay!”

i sl w0 W | |
zhu ni zai tai wan yu  kuai
Wish you in Taiwan joyful

Here are some other ways to use zhu 7l (wish)

L [

Zhu ni jiankang kuaile. May you be healthy and happy!

Zhu ni shéngri kuaile. ERE AR Happy Birthday to you!
Zhu ni xiaokbu changkai. "5 lﬁfjﬁﬂ . May you be happy always.

(Lit: Wish you laughing mouth always open.)
ik fﬁ\‘F'ﬁgﬁvLIﬁL

(Lit: Ten thousand matters as you would wish.)

Zhu ni wanshi ruayi. May everything always go your way.

12.cong (- is used in Chinese to indicate a starting point. cong - can be used to indicate a specific
starting point from a specific place.

:/):9 f/:r._‘ m. ?}\[\[ —.\F
wo cong ou zhou lai
| from Europe come

In this sentence, cong (-.. jiu #ik... means ever since... i.e. from this point in time

SR 2l L T
wo cong xio jiu bu xi huan gou
| from childhood really not like dogs

cong 1§ can be used to mark a definite point in time:

A I Wl B g
w0 men | cong wi didan kai  shi
We from five | o’clock start

The above sentence could equally be talking about a past event or about future intentions; which one is
made clear by the question that precedes it.

If this is the question:

Bom |t o F | M |2
w0 men | shén me shi hou kai shi
We when start

Woémen cong wididin kiishi =Y {[1E %![ﬂfwﬁ is talking about the future, i.e. “We’ll start at five.”
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However, if the question were as follows:
SO R O I L

%

ni men yAT) tian shén me shi hou kai shi de

You yesterday when start de

The answer Women céng wiididn kaishi = {7 %ﬁ,ﬂﬂ F"[ is talking about something that happened
in the past, i.e. “We started at five.”

The above question uses the shi f:L... de i/ construction, (where shi £ is omitted), seen often in this
book and explained in Ch.4 Notes p.26 no.6

My notes: What it means!
I:_Sz[ A region (%) that is
2 encompassed ([ 1) =
gué country

Riddle:

Q: Shénme gudjia de rén dou
bu yong dian de?
QT E PN I E N
What country’s people never need
electricity?

A: Miiindian #fif Myanmar

Reason: sounds like mifin dian % &
free electricity

Use slang]

A: Hei! Ni shi zudpiézi! ! ©ohL7=-§%=". Hey! You're left-handed.

B: Dui a! 3{fi*1 That's right!

A: W tingshud zudpiézi de rén bijido congming. Ty T~ =" & Pk TRpE.
I've heard left-handed people are smarter.
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