Chapter 1 Notes “At the Breakfast Stand” (VPC Book p.20)

1. The question word (what) comes at the end of the question, not the beginning.

s oB | | i |
ni yao chi shén me
You | want eat what

2. Follow the same word order of the question to form your reply.

=y fo! S U = Bjf
wo yao yi ge | dan  bing
| want a danbing

A danbing 8 is a scrambled egg rolled up in a crepe shell, served with a sweet garlic sauce.

If a friend or family member asks you what you want to eat, you would answer:

S e | & 8
wo xiing chi dan  bing
I'd like eat danbing

wo yao Z$ 2! (I want) is an acceptable way to ask for something in a store or restaurant, as you are a
paying customer, however it is a rather abrupt way to address a friend or family member.

3. Atypical A or B choice question:
T AN N

zhe I ch1 hai shi | wai dai

Here eat or take-out

zhébian lF%;% (here; at this place) can be used instead zhéli iﬁﬂ;’

You might also hear the above question phrased as:
R - S T A A

nei yong hai  shi wai  dai

Here or take-out
néi [*] (inside) yong '] (use) is the direct opposite of waidai ¥ fffj (take-out)

4. To answer, simply repeat the desired option.

w o W LT "] or It T
zhe Ii chi neéi yong wai dai
Here eat Here Take out
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5. The subject

you

is left out as it is obvious to whom the question is directed.

i[;ﬁ
hio

OK

fel K Fl =
yao yin lido ma
want beverage ma

?

ma [I|5 is used for questions that can be answered with yes or no.

The same subject (you) verb (want) object (chicken) ma [If sentence pattern can be used with other

verbs.
yao ! want
you | have
Ni ¢ you chi [z eat jirou A chicken ma 5 | ?
xihuan # & like
kéyi ch fi'I'[jiz able to eat
6. The subject (you) may be left out of this question in casual conversation or hurried speech.
& U - A
ni you shén me yin liao
You have what beverages
ma ['f5 is not used in the above question.
7. Choices will often be presented in a list, as in this statement.
N I O S I I B I T
li cha hong cha ka  fei shén me | dou | you a
Green tea black tea coffee what all have a

Topic sentences — where the object (or list of objects, in this case) have been moved to the front of the
sentence — are very common in Mandarin.

dou }7,[{ (all) always refers to the topic or list of topics that directly precede it in order to emphasize that
all are referenced to the verb directly after it.

Other shénme [+ i + dou #[! + verb statements (Also see Ch.6 Notes p.39 no.10)

=S I O I N PR s I Y PR B N A (L A L LA
j1  rou zhi  rou nik  rou shén me | dou cht a
Chicken pork beef what all eat a
R I T S I R S A
tii  nan tai  béi gao xiong shén me | dou | xiang | qu a
Tainan Taipei Kaohsiung what all | want | go | a
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8. While this is polite enough, to be even more courteous, add qing ﬁ% (please) in front of géi {ﬁ (give)
to say “Please give me.”

I : ?ﬁ =y
hio géi wo
Ok give me

-
yi bei
a glass of

E #
hong cha
black tea

9. Usually cold follows hot (water is cold in its natural state and must be heated to make it hot).

10.

¥
bing

Y3

5]
de

Iced

hai shi

or

re

iols |

de
hot

Some other pairs of opposites in the order they're usually stated:

gao ) tall ai  short da  big xidto ‘[ small
pang % fat shou & thin hei £ black bai [1 white
kuai |} fast man |2 slow gao i high da (X low
duo % more shio [ less chang ;'% long duin % short
Here are temperatures for beverages from boiling to freezing.
tangde Y[V scalding hot léngde ‘{q’—]EU cold
réde  Z'fY hot bingde [jFfY iced
wende JEifY warm
This question can be answered by stating your preference, followed by any further requests.
U (I B 1 b= =0
bing de bing kuai shio yi dian
Iced ice cubes a little less
“A little less” in English is said sh#o yidiin ")~ %ﬁ(less a little) in Chinese.
A few other ways to use adjective + yididn — Ff
dud yidiin % Eﬁ a little more | shio yidiin [ &ﬁ a little less
Kuai yididin 9 EHP a little faster man yidiin & %’T a little slower
1a yididin  ${i— E#[‘ a little spicier dan yididn % EHF a little milder
dayidiin - E#[‘ a little bigger xido yididn 7] — Eﬁr a little smaller
dashéng yidiin R gﬁ a little louder xidoshéng yididn ‘| & i a little softer
11. “No problem” is a common expression in English as well as in Chinese.
12 | il e ﬁ% AR - -
méi  you weén ti qing Zuo yi xia
No problem please sit down
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yixia — * softens the tone of what might otherwise sound like a command.

Wé kan yixia. %~ . Illtake alook.

Qing déng yixia. ﬁ%%é . Please wait a minute.

Ni diin yixia. %ﬁﬁ “~. Please count to make sure the amount is correct.
W6 xidng yixia. FSAE- ™. Tlithink about it.

Qing zuo yixia. ﬁ*h &, Please wait a minute (lit: Please sit down.)

12. Here are other items on the breakfast menu with their proper classifiers.

yi fén luébogao —~ BRI a portion of fried radish cake
yi fén guotie ~ DGR a portion of fried dumplings
yi zhang congyoéubing - IRREOIEE a piece of fried onion cake
yi bao shiitido — EERE a bag of French fries

You may say either yi ge — (i or yi fén — {7j when ordering danbing £

My notes: What 1 means!
— ) - -
J. | Woman (¥ ) with child
(<¥") =good
hao
Riddle:
Q: Zhongguérén tongchang zai na
yi ge yueé chi de zui shio?
H RN AR TS — {18 ] Wz 1 B
B2
In what month do Chinese people eat
the least?
A: Eryué¢ —J] February
Reason: ér . sounds like ¢ &f;
i.e. ¢ yué £fi*] hungry month
Use slang]
A: Ta méi ci dou shudcud hua. {95~ ,B%E%FFF[. He always says the wrong thing.
B: Duia! Ta hén baimu! S 9L éq I Yeah, he's totally clueless!
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